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The - happy fact, Cas

George Bush prepares to
leave the CIA, is that the
intelligence agency has

come a long way back from:

the mauled and tattered
state to which it was re-

duced by an. overdose of .
muckrakmg, :

- Bush is Ieaving to insure
the CIA will continue to

have what he has been able
‘to give it — access to the.:

President. This is crucial to

an agerdcy heavily deployed:
In sensitive areas, and its-
_absence produces the kind-
of troubles that began when -

President Johrnison began
keeping the Director of Cen-

tral Intelhgence at arm ’s " . : in |
- campaign. It will certainly
"not produce a close working

length. ...+ :
The 11 months of Bush’

tenure have produced a -

number of occasions on
which access to the Presi-
dent served the agency
well. It was.important in

balancing the zeal of Jus--

tice Department lawyers
who tried- to lift the veil in

areas where - dis¢losure:
‘would be damaging. It was-
useful in modifying the im- -

pact of Pentagon leaks to

discredit CIA assessments-
*be .a man of stature and
independence, primarily so
he can knock on doors::
Dealing with an extremely -

of the Backfire bomber:

Most important, access has’
. assisted Bush to assert his
.- authority over 100,000 mem-
- bers of the mtelhwence com-
B .mmty ..

The prospect of installing

. a new CIA Director at the
% outset of Jimmy Carter’s
.. term, along with the heads-
v,_of the political depart-
! ments, will upset some who'
’,'complamed last winter that
" Bush’s appointment was too -
. political. The fear then was '
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that he Would be excesswe-

-1y responsive to the Pre;x-

dent.

Some suggested that the.

director should be an intelli-
gence professional who
possessed the political de-
tachment. of a Supreme

. Court justice. The Church
'TCommittee -‘was - -even

proposing a nine-year term

‘for the director. In thisi -
spirit, Congress voted a ten- -
<. year term to the ¥BI direc-
“tor in October and Clarence
-Kelley is described as in--
~» - ating skillfully at the top po-=%
litical levels, but his poliri-—1

clmed to serve it out.

Kelley’s obduracy “Wln‘
-pose a dilemma for Carter,
.who said. many unkind

things about him in the

relationship, the collabora-

tive spirit which serves to ~
avert the misuse to which-

the CIA and FBI were sub-
jected by Presidents John-
son and Nixon. The tenure
of the director is a handicap

‘to the agency when it pro-
duces. a standoff w1th the:
L ity”” was imperative. The~
‘new revxew precedures in- .

‘sure against the risk of 3

White House, : “%5 -

phy Commissions beth
urged that the CIA director

constructive select commit-

“““tee under Sen., Daniel -
-sionalism, Bush is a Texas

Inouye, D-Hawaii, Bush has
built a climate of cordial

-rapport with Congress. He

may even have set the stage

for further reform in the
creation of a Joint Commit-

tee on Intelligence.. -~ -
. In a’solid new book called

-Central Intelhg nce system ~
as it is now is as sound as 1t N

.senators who concur in high®

‘form as a professional. -7«

‘John Kennedy’s first act as

The Rockefeller and Mur- -

like the Bay of Pigs. Ths

- his job would be sorely test-5
-ed by a necessity to deal-

Secrets, . Spies,  and.
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Scnolars, Ray Cline, who
served for many years in
: :the top circles of the intelli-

gence community, writes:- |
-**CIA morale has improved;--

congressional and public
confidence has increased. -
The structure of the U.Sr%

has everbeen.”’s iv o tiie
*This is conﬁrned by ofﬁ-
cials within the agency and

estimates of the job Bushr
has done. He has been oper-»

cal background has made.
him doubly careful to keﬂo
his dealings from bemg
tainted by politics. He' has'?
taken great pains to per— t

. The record causes some
to say that Carter would be~
smart to keep Bush on.

President-elect was to urc'e

Allen Dulles to remain as*{

CIA Director because he
felt “a contmuny of stabil- .:

inheriting covert headaches

CIA -remains controversial -
among liberals-’and- the 4
selection of "a- successor»
may stir dissension; -+ =+
But beneath his profﬂs-

Republican whose zeal for 3

with a.distant and wary: -

President. It will be better . .

for all parties, most impor--
tantly for the CIA, for Car- -:f




